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At  t he end of  2001,  a smal l  gr oup of  men and women who 
shar ed a common concer n about  hunger  i n Lawr ence began t o 
expl or e i n dept h t he r eal i t y of  hunger  i n t hei r  c i t y.  They 
r evi ewed exi st i ng ant i - hunger  ef f or t s i n Lawr ence,  speaki ng 
at  l engt h wi t h t he l eader s of  f ood pr ogr ams,  gover nment  and 
pr i vat e soci al  ser vi ce or gani zat i ons,  l ocal  heal t h car e 
i nst i t ut i ons,  and school s.  Af t er  ext ensi ve r esear ch,  i t  was 
det er mi ned t hat  t her e was a compel l i ng need f or  addi t i onal  
f ood f or  t he hungr y and a s i gni f i cant  demand f or  a meal  
cent er  t o be est abl i shed i n Sout h Lawr ence.  Communi t y 
l eader s gener ousl y of f er ed t hei r  suppor t  f or  a new ef f or t  
t hat  mi ght  addr ess t he chal l enges at  hand.  

I n t he spr i ng of  2002,  t hi s new ef f or t  t ook t he f or m of  a 
commi t t ee t hat  pr oceeded wi t h t he pl anni ng and or gani zat i on 
of  what  emer ged as t he Cor  Unum Meal  Cent er .  ( “ Cor  Unum”  
means “ One Hear t ”  i n Lat i n. )  By t he end of  t he pl anni ng 
pr ocess,  i t  was concl uded t hat  mor e t han $1. 5 mi l l i on woul d 
be needed t o bui l d t he Cor  Unum Meal  Cent er  – a ver y 
ambi t i ous goal !  

I n t he aut umn of  2004,  a campai gn was l aunched t o r ai se 
$1. 5+ mi l l i on f or  t he const r uct i on of  Cor  Unum,  wi t h Label s 
Ar e For  Jar s at  t he cent er  of  t he pur sui t  of  t he mi ssi on.  

I n Sept ember  of  2005,  t he f undr ai s i ng goal  f or  t he 
const r uct i on of  Cor  Unum was r eached!  Thanks t o t he 
sacr i f i ce of  i ndi v i dual s,  f oundat i ons,  busi nesses,  and t he 
ext r aor di nar y number  of  peopl e connect ed wi t h Cor  Unum 
t hr ough Label s Ar e For  Jar s,  what  had seemed by many t o be 
an unr eachabl e goal  became a r eal i t y.  

Wi t h t he achi evement  of  t he const r uct i on goal ,  Label s 
embr aced t he mi ssi on of  hel pi ng r ai se by Sept ember  2006 
$400, 000 t o f und Cor  Unum’ s oper at i onal  expenses.   

Const r uct i on of  t he Cor  Unum Meal  Cent er  was compl et ed i n 
Sept ember  2006,  al l owi ng t he door s of  t he st at e- of - t he- ar t  
cent er  t o be opened on Sept ember  30,  2006 f or  t he ser vi ng 
of  meal s.  The f ant ast i c news was t hat  t he $400, 000 goal  f or  
oper at i onal  expenses was r eached.  Once agai n,  t he 
suppor t er s of  Cor  Unum and Label s Ar e For  Jar s achi eved 
what  had seemed t o many t o be an unachi evabl e goal !  
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Bet ween Oct ober  2006 and Januar y 2007,  di nner  ser vi ce at  
Cor  Unum expanded f r om t hr ee t o seven ni ght s a week.  
Br eakf ast  ser vi ce began i n May 2007 and r eached a f ul l  
seven- days- a- week schedul e i n August  2007.  By t he t i me of  
t he cent er ’ s f i r st  anni ver sar y i n Sept ember  2007,  mor e t han 
100, 000 meal s had been ser ved at  t he Cor  Unum Meal  Cent er .    

At  t he cur r ent  r at e of  meal  ser vi ce,  i t  i s  est i mat ed t hat  
at  l east  200, 000 meal s wi l l  be ser ved at  Cor  Unum dur i ng 
i t s second year  of  oper at i ons.   

Our  mi ssi on cont i nues!  Label s Ar e For  Jar s i s commi t t ed t o 
r ai s i ng t he f unds needed t o keep Cor  Unum t hr i v i ng.  Thr ough 
Label s Ar e For  Jar s,  peopl e who want  t o change t he wor l d by 
f eedi ng t he hungr y ar e abl e t o do so i n Lawr ence,  MA.  

For  mor e i nf or mat i on pl ease vi s i t  www. cor unummeal cent er . or g 
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