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Locat ed t went y- f i ve mi l es nor t h of  Bost on,  Lawr ence,  
Massachuset t s i s t r ul y a c i t y of  i mmi gr ant s and i ndust r y.  
Known as t he " I mmi gr ant  Ci t y" ,  Lawr ence has al ways been a 
mul t i - et hni c and mul t i cul t ur al  gat eway ci t y wi t h a hi gh 
pr opor t i on of  f or ei gn- bor n r esi dent s.   

The successi ve waves of  i mmi gr ant s comi ng t o Lawr ence t o 
wor k i n t he mi l l s  began wi t h t he I r i sh,  f ol l owed by Fr ench 
Canadi ans,  Br i t i sh,  and Ger mans i n t he l at e 1800s.  Ar ound 
t he t ur n of  t he cent ur y and ear l y 1900s,  I t al i ans,  Pol es,  
Li t huani ans,  and Syr i ans began ar r i v i ng.  A wave of  Puer t o 
Ri cans and Domi ni cans st ar t ed i n t he mi d- l at e 1900s,  and 
t he newest  ar r i val s or i gi nat e f r om Vi et nam and Cambodi a.  
The cur r ent  popul at i on of  r oughl y 70, 000 i s l ar gel y 
Hi spani c and has gi ven a Lat i no s l ant  t o t he l ocal  economy 
and cul t ur e.  

The massi ve mi l l  bui l di ngs l i ni ng t he Mer r i mack Ri ver ,  t he 
st r i k i ng c l ock and bel l  t ower s,  and t he br eat h- t aki ng Gr eat  
St one Dam ar e al l  a t r i but e t o Lawr ence' s r i ch i ndust r i al  
her i t age.  Once a t hr i v i ng i ndust r i al  cent er ,  Lawr ence now 
f aces si gni f i cant  economi c chal l enges t hat  have an enor mous 
i mpact  on peopl e’ s abi l i t y  t o suf f i c i ent l y f eed t hemsel ves.   

Accor di ng t o t he Uni t ed St at es Census Bur eau’ s 2005 
Amer i can Communi t y Sur vey r epor t  ( r el eased i n August  2006) :  

• Lawr ence has a per  capi t a i ncome of  $14, 753 – onl y 48 
per cent  of  t he st at ewi de aver age per  capi t a i ncome of  
$30, 686.   

• The medi an househol d i ncome i n Lawr ence i s $26, 780 – 
45 per cent  of  t he aver age st at ewi de medi an househol d 
i ncome of  $59, 963.   

• Of  Lawr ence’ s peopl e,  28 per cent  l i ve bel ow t he 
pover t y l i ne,  compar ed wi t h 10 per cent  of  t he 
st at ewi de popul at i on.   

• An over whel mi ng 38 per cent  of  chi l dr en under  age 18 i n 
Lawr ence l i ve i n househol ds bel ow t he pover t y l i ne,  as 
compar ed t o 12 per cent  of  chi l dr en under  age 18 
st at ewi de.   

• A sober i ng 22 per cent  of  peopl e age 65 and over  i n 
Lawr ence l i ve bel ow t he pover t y l i ne,  as compar ed t o 
ni ne per cent  of  peopl e age 65 and over  st at ewi de.   

 



East er n Massachuset t s i s one of  t he most  expensi ve housi ng 
mar ket s i n t he count r y.   Lawr ence has a s i gni f i cant  housi ng 
shor t age,  l eadi ng t o di spr opor t i onat el y expensi ve housi ng 
cost s.   Many of  t he r esi dent s of  Lawr ence ar e f or ced t o 
choose t o pay f or  housi ng r at her  t han f or  f ood.  

The Massachuset t s Depar t ment  of  Publ i c Heal t h’ s 
“ Massachuset t s Bi r t hs 2005”  r epor t  ( r el eased i n Febr uar y 
2007)  r eveal s t he st ar t l i ng soci al  and heal t h car e 
condi t i ons i n whi ch t he maj or i t y of  chi l dr en i n Lawr ence 
ar e bor n:  
 

• I n 2005,  64. 5 per cent  of  t he babi es bor n i n Lawr ence 
wer e bor n t o unmar r i ed mot her s,  as compar ed t o 30. 2 
per cent  of  babi es st at ewi de.   

• Lawr ence’ s t een bi r t h r at e i s t he t hi r d hi ghest  i n 
Massachuset t s – i n 2005,  71. 7 bi r t hs per  1, 000 f emal es 
aged 15- 19,  whi ch i s mor e t han t hr ee t i mes t he 
st at ewi de aver age of  21. 7 bi r t hs per  1, 000 f emal es 
aged 15- 19.   

• 70. 5 per cent  of  Lawr ence’ s women who gave bi r t h i n 
2004 r el i ed on publ i c f undi ng f or  pr enat al  car e,  as 
compar ed t o 32. 6 per cent  of  women st at ewi de.   

 
On t he educat i onal  f r ont ,  Lawr ence f aces daunt i ng 
chal l enges:    

• At  t he begi nni ng of  2007,  t he Massachuset t s Depar t ment  
of  Educat i on r epor t ed t hat  Lawr ence has t he wor st  
gr aduat i on r at e of  any muni ci pal  publ i c school  syst em 
i n Massachuset t s,  gr aduat i ng onl y 41 per cent  of  t he 
Cl ass of  2006.   Thi s pl aced Lawr ence 276t h of  279 
school s st udi ed,  wi t h onl y t hr ee char t er  school s 
per f or mi ng wor se.    

• I n t he 2007 Massachuset t s Compr ehensi ve Assessment  
Syst em ( MCAS)  t est s,  31 per cent  of  hi gh school  
st udent s f ai l ed Engl i sh ( compar ed t o s i x per cent  of  
st udent s st at ewi de)  and 47 per cent  f ai l ed mat hemat i cs 
( compar ed t o ni ne per cent  of  st udent s st at ewi de) .  

• Lawr ence,  MA i s a wonder f ul  c i t y wi t h a r i ch hi st or y,  
a v i br ant  popul at i on,  dedi cat ed l eader s,  and 
devel opment  pr oj ect s t hat  of f er  hope f or  t he f ut ur e.  
I t  i s  al so a c i t y wi t h dr amat i c soci oeconomi c pr obl ems 
t hat  must  be addr essed not  j ust  i n t he f ut ur e,  but  
t oday.  
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