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Hunger  exi st s ever ywher e.  Hunger  does not  di scr i mi nat e on 
t he basi s of  age,  r ace,  or  sex.  I t  af f ect s our  chi l dr en,  
t he unempl oyed,  t he di sabl ed,  t he homel ess,  and t he wor ki ng 
poor .   

Hunger  happens i n communi t i es al l  ar ound Massachuset t s,  
even i f  i t  i s  not  al ways vi s i bl e.  Hunger  i s a r eal i t y i n 
Lawr ence,  MA.  

The st at i st i cs t hat  per haps most  shocki ngl y r eveal  t he 
r eal i t y of  hunger  i n Lawr ence,  MA ar e t hose t hat  ar e 
r el eased t hr ough t he ci t y ’ s annual  st udi es of  school - age 
chi l dr en.  I n r ecent  year s,  t hose st udi es have consi st ent l y 
i ndi cat ed t hat  appr oxi mat el y 75 per cent  of  school - age 
chi l dr en qual i f y f or  gover nment - subsi di zed f ood pr ogr ams.  
Thi s means t hat  t hr ee out  of  f our  chi l dr en i n Lawr ence ar e 
at  r i sk f or  hunger .  

I f  al l  peopl e ar e cr eat ed equal ,  and i f  al l  peopl e have t he 
i nal i enabl e r i ght  t o l i f e,  l i ber t y,  and t he pur sui t  of  
happi ness,  much mor e must  be done by al l  of  us t o f eed t he 
hungr y i n Lawr ence.  

I n Lawr ence t oday,  t housands of  men,  women,  and chi l dr en do 
not  have enough t o eat .  Wi t hout  havi ng enough t o eat ,  
chi l dr en ar e unabl e t o l ear n i n school .  Fami l i es ar e unabl e 
t o br eak cycl es of  t ensi on and vi ol ence.  Young men and 
women ar e unabl e t o r ej ect  t he money of f er ed t o t hem 
t hr ough pr ost i t ut i on and i l l egal  dr ug sal es and ot her  
cr i mes.  Peopl e of  al l  ages ar e unabl e t o r esi st  t he numbi ng 
ef f ect s of  dr ug and al cohol  abuse.  Whi l e no one ar gues t hat  
hunger  i s t he s i ngl e cause of  t he mul t i t ude of  soci al  
pr obl ems i n Lawr ence,  unl ess t he r eal i t y of  hunger  i s 
concr et el y addr essed,  t he c i t y ’ s soci al  pr obl ems wi l l  not  
onl y cont i nue,  but  wi l l  deepen.  

Labels Are For Jars is eliminating hunger in Lawrence. 
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