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Founded i n 1872 t o ser ve t he needs of  a pr i mar i l y I r i sh 
i mmi gr ant  popul at i on,  St .  Pat r i ck’ s has evol ved i nt o a 
mul t i - et hni c,  mul t i - l i ngual ,  mul t i - gener at i onal  f ami l y i n 
t he gr owi ng Lawr ence communi t y.  

At  St .  Pat r i ck’ s,  mor e t han 2000 peopl e wor shi p each week 
i n t hr ee l anguages — Engl i sh,  Spani sh,  and Vi et namese.  Mor e 
t han 1, 000 par i sh vol unt eer s coor di nat e appr oxi mat el y 75 
mi ni st r i es and or gani zat i ons t hat  i nvol ve peopl e of  al l  
ages and needs.  Ever y year ,  mor e and mor e par i shi oner s 
sacr i f i ce t hei r  t i me and t al ent  i n pr ogr ams of  spi r i t ual  
devel opment ,  yout h mi ni st r y,  adul t  educat i on,  past or al  
car e,  and soci al  ser vi ce out r each.  

St .  Pat r i ck’ s has an excel l ent  el ement ar y school ,  f ounded 
i n 1906,  whi ch t oday educat es appr oxi mat el y 400 chi l dr en i n 
pr e- school  t hr ough ei ght h gr ade.  St udent s at  t he school  
r epr esent  t he f ul l  et hni c,  l i ngui st i c,  r el i gi ous,  and 
economi c di ver si t y of  t he peopl e of  Lawr ence.  

St .  Pat r i ck’ s par i shi oner s f ocus much at t ent i on on t he 
soci al  needs of  t he Ci t y of  Lawr ence.  A wonder f ul  c i t y,  
Lawr ence f aces ver y s i gni f i cant  chal l enges economi cal l y,  
soci al l y,  academi cal l y,  and spi r i t ual l y.  Cer t ai n pr obl ems 
i n Lawr ence — i ncl udi ng pover t y,  hunger ,  dr ug addi ct i on,  
t eenage pr egnancy,  t he br eakdown of  f ami l i es,  and vi ol ence 
— can somet i mes seem so enor mous as t o be i nsur mount abl e.  
I t  i s  t hi s t ype of  adver si t y t hat  ser ves as t he f oundat i on 
f or  t he peopl e and suppor t er s of  St .  Pat r i ck’ s t o have 
cr eat ed t he Cor  Unum Meal  Cent er  and Label s Ar e For  Jar s 
pr oj ect s.  

I n t he mi dst  of  t he dar kness exper i enced by many i n 
Lawr ence,  St .  Pat r i ck’ s i s a br i ght  l i ght .  At  St .  
Pat r i ck’ s,  i t  i s  bel i eved t hat  deep chal l enges shoul d be 
vi ewed wi t h hope as oppor t uni t i es f or  a bet t er  f ut ur e.   

To l ear n mor e about  St .  Pat r i ck’ s,  pl ease go t o t he 
par i sh’ s ext ensi ve websi t e,  sai nt pat r i ckpar i sh. com 
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