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THE SETTING 
Lawr ence,  Massachuset t s,  i s  one of  t he poor est  c i t i es i n 
t he Uni t ed St at es,  and i s t he poor est  i n Massachuset t s.  

Lawr ence has a popul at i on of  j ust  under  70, 000 peopl e,  72 
per cent  of  whom ar e Hi spani c.  An amazi ng 28 per cent  of  t he 
peopl e of  Lawr ence l i ve bel ow t he pover t y l i ne.  Of  chi l dr en 
under  age 18 i n Lawr ence,  38 per cent  l i ve i n househol ds 
bel ow t he pover t y l i ne,  as do 22 per cent  of  peopl e age 65 
and over .  

The combi nat i on of  economi c pover t y and an unusual l y 
expensi ve housi ng mar ket  l eaves many peopl e i n Lawr ence 
wi t hout  enough money t o adequat el y f eed t hemsel ves.  The 
maj or i t y of  t hose who ar e hungr y ar e member s of  f ami l i es 
who wor k and do not  ear n enough i ncome t o pay f or  bot h 
housi ng and f ood.  

Appr oxi mat el y 75 per cent  of  school - age chi l dr en i n Lawr ence 
qual i f y f or  gover nment - subsi di zed f ood pr ogr ams – meani ng 
t hat  t hr ee out  of  f our  chi l dr en i n Lawr ence ar e at  r i sk f or  
hunger .   

THE NEED 
Food and meal  di st r i but i on cent er s i n Lawr ence have l ong 
of f er ed assi st ance t o hundr eds of  adul t s and chi l dr en per  
day.  However ,  gi ven t he over whel mi ng number s of  hungr y 
peopl e i n t he c i t y,  exi st i ng cent er s have never  been abl e 
t o adequat el y pr ovi de f or  t he needs of  t he hungr y.  Leader s 
of  f ood cent er s have consi st ent l y ar gued t hat  t her e i s a 
compel l i ng need t o expand t he pr ovi s i on of  f ood f or  t he 
hungr y i n Lawr ence. 

Lawr ence i s di v i ded i nt o t wo sect i ons – Nor t h Lawr ence and 
Sout h Lawr ence – by t he Mer r i mack Ri ver .  I n Sout h Lawr ence,  
wher e t her e ar e mor e t han 19, 000 househol ds,  i n r ecent  
year s t her e has been no cent er  t o pr ovi de hot  meal s f or  t he 
hungr y.   

THE SOLUTION 
The Cor  Unum Meal  Cent er  ar ose f r om t he vi s i on of  a gr oup 
of  men and women f r om St .  Pat r i ck Par i sh i n Sout h Lawr ence 
who i n 2001 wer e moved by compassi on t o r espond concr et el y 
t o t he gr owi ng needs of  t he hungr y i n t hei r  c i t y.  Af t er  
f i ve year s of  r esear ch,  pl anni ng,  and t he pr ocess of  
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const r uct i on,  t hei r  v i s i on r esul t ed i n t he compl et i on of  
t he Cor  Unum Meal  Cent er .  

Cor  Unum i s a not - f or - pr of i t  meal  cent er  l ocat ed i n Sout h 
Lawr ence t hat  pr ovi des f r ee,  nut r i t i ous meal s i n a saf e 
envi r onment  t o t he wor ki ng poor ,  f ami l i es wi t h chi l dr en,  
t he homel ess,  and t he l onel y – anyone who i s i n need of  
f ood,  r egar dl ess of  r ace,  col or ,  cr eed,  sex,  or  way of  
l i f e.  

The Cor  Unum Meal  Cent er  ser ves hundr eds of  peopl e at  each 
meal ,  365 days a year .  Cor  Unum has a smal l  cor e st af f  and 
r el i es upon a wi de vol unt eer  base f or  t he pr ovi s i on of  al l  
of  i t s  ser vi ces.  St .  Pat r i ck Par i sh,  under  whi ch Cor  Unum 
i s or gani zed,  has I nt er nal  Revenue Code Sect i on 501( c) ( 3)  
t ax- exempt  st at us.  

The Cor  Unum Meal  Cent er  ver y power f ul l y r esponds t o t he 
ur gent  need t o f eed t he hungr y i n Lawr ence,  l ovi ngl y 
wel comi ng al l  peopl e,  pr ovi di ng nour i shment  f or  t he bodi es 
and soul s of  al l  who ar e i n need.   
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