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percentof the city's public schoolchildrenqualified aslow-
income,accordingto the Massachusett®epartmenbpf
Education.

"Childhoodhunger,poverty,hungerin generalarea major
focusfor the archbishopandthe archbishopbasicallyfelt this
wasa projectthat couldn'thavebeendonewithout us
committingto it," Donilon said.
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The restof the moneyis almostall in the bank.After about
two yearsof researchinghe needfor a mealcenterin South
Lawrence the groupraisedmorethan$800,000in lesstwo
years.Half of the moneycamefrom privatedonorsand
foundations.The otherhalf wasraisedthrougha savvy
conceptusingvolunteerteenagé'streetteams"to sell T-shirts

andcollectdonations.

The mealcenterwill be calledCor Unum, Latin for "One

Heart."

Whenit is finishedin early 2006,the centerwill be the only
oneservingmealson Lawrence'southside,wherethereare

morethan19,000households.

Architecturaldrawingsdepictan attractiveone-story building
anda bronzeroof with a patinato matchthe roof of St.
Patrick'sChurchnextdoor. It will be built ona CarverStreet
lot the churchhasbeenusingfor overflow parking.

Ratherthanlining up for food, dinerswill be servedat round
tables,O'Briensaid.After theydine, theywill havethe
option of volunteeringto servethosewho eatafter them.

"Poor peopleare seldomaskedwould they pleasehelp serve
otherpeople,"O'Briensaid."It's a basicpart of human

dignity, to serveotherpeople.”

Groundbreakingn the 5,600 squarefoot building is
projectedfor early November.The centershouldbe openby
spring,2006,0'Briensaid.By thattime, backershopeto
haveraisedan additional$400,000to pay for the first two
years'operatingcosts.The centerwill rely onvolunteers,

exceptfor onepaidemployee.

The T-shirts,which O'Brienhopeswill help raisemostof the
moneyfor the facility's operatingbudget,are printedwith
labelssuchas"addict," "prisoner,""troubledteen,"'mentally

ill," and"geek."

Theyaremeantto questionsocialstigmas.But their
typewriterfont andblack-andred color schemegook so hip
they could easilybe mistakenfor concerttees.They cost

$22,andall proceedgyoto Cor Unum.

The designandmarketingcampaigrbehindthe "Labelsare
for Jars"T-shirt projectenlistedthe aid of suchhigh-profile
figuresascomedianConanO'Brien,who was O'Brien's
collegeroommateat Harvardbut is no relation; Cincinnati
Redspitcher SeanCasey;andMichael Toth, whoseConcord
basedcompanyis responsiblgor building the brandimages
of suchpowerhouseompaniesasJ.Crewand Tommy

Hilfiger.

All threemenarefriendsof O'Brien,a Harvardgraduatevho
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workedalongsideMother Teresan Calcuttabeforehe came
to Lawrenceto work at St. Patrickin 2001.

As of August,the shirtsarebeingsold at NewburyComics,a
musicstorechainwith a reputationfor stockingedgy,
independenmusic.In its 25-yearhistory, the companyhas
neversold productsto raisemoneyfor charity. But founder
and CEO Michael Dreesemadean exceptionfor this project,
settingup displaytablesfor the shirtsandcollectionjarsto
"feedthe hungryin Lawrence"in four of his stores,ncluding
the flagshiplocationon Newbury Streetin Boston.

Lisa FehtParrette Dreese'sassistantsaid the companywas
introducedto the projectby "a friend of a friend."

"Whenwe met FatherPaul,we thoughthe wasamazing,
bright, a visionary,"shesaid."We believein supporting
projectsthat havegoodpeoplebehindthem."

Throughits Web site, Labelsare for Jarshassold shirtsin
countriessuchasDenmark,Ireland, GreatBritain andall
acrosshe United States.

O'Briendownplaysthe importanceof his high-profile
connections.

"It's peoplewith alot of gifts who happento havenational
profilesandhavegiventheir time," he said.

The supportof local communityleadershasbeenas
importantandvaluablein anyone'she said.

"If agroupof peoplehavean goodidea,areally goodidea,
for thatideato becomea reality they haveto work andwork
andwork," he said."You haveto involve everybodywho
shouldbe involved from the getgo."

RobertLanzoni,directorof Breadand Rosespneof two
soupkitchensin Lawrence said O'Brien'sgoal of serving
meals365 daysa yearis an ambitiousone.BreadandRoses
hasa network of morethan100 volunteersandservesdinners
only andonly five nightsa weekbut still hastrouble making
endsmeet.

"I know how difficult it is to servel50 mealsa dayfive
nightsa week," said Lanzoni,who said he hasnot met
O'Brien."Seeinghow manyvolunteerst doestakefor thatto
happenhere,which | think is a majoraccomplishmentl
know he hashis work cut out for him."

LanaSchofield,directorof communicationsat Lazarus
House,saidit hashada 25 percentincreasein visitors to
their soupkitchenandfood pantryin the monthsince
HurricaneKatrinaaspeopletry to stretchpaycheckdgo cover
highergaspricesandotherexpensesMoney andfood
donationshavegonedown in the sametime asaid efforts
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havebeenfocusedon the Gulf Coast,shesaid.

"LazarusHousesupportsandembracesnyonein our
communitywho is willing to helpthosewho are poor,” she
said."Our only concernis, especiallywith Katrina, do we
haveenoughfood donationsto supportsoupkitchensin
Lawrence”

O'Briensaidhis experienceaaisingmoneyfor Cor Unum has
taughthim thatconcernfor the hungryandthe poorin
Lawrencecanbe minedfar beyondthe city's borders.

"Peoplearewilling to sacrificeto makethis work," he said.
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